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You can find womonspace at: 

Audrey's Baoks, B&D Emporium, Bagel Tree Cafe, Cafe Mosaics, 
Downtown Library, Earth’s General Store, The Garneau Theatre, 
GLCCE, Greemivoods Books, Hub Cigar, Princess Theatre, The Roost, 
The Roxy, Strathcona Library, Second Cup (10402 82 Ave), 

Secrets Bar & Grill, Timothie Hill, Urban Grind, Womonspace dances 


womonspace is a publication of the 
Womonspace Social and Recreational 
Society of Edmonton, a non-profit 
volunteer organization. Our purpose 
is to inform and entertain our 
members and other interested lesbians. 


The opinions expressed in 
womonspace do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the Womonspace 
Board. The events, organizations and 
establishments publicized are not 
necessarily supported by womonspace. 


Material submitted becomes the 
property of womonspace. We reserve 
the right to edit for length and 
content, and to refuse publication. 
Submissions will be published on 
Womonspace’s website, unless 
otherwise agreed. 
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Letters to the editor, short fiction, 
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editorial 


HUTA 


ow often does John Irving get 

referred to as a straight writer? Or 

aman writer, for that matter? How 
is the writer who is a woman and a lesbian 
to tell her stories without compromise, 
without censoring herself, and yet have 
them be published and read by a wide 
audience so she can make a living like John 
Irving does? In the large sense, my own 
writing is a search for truths (as opposed 
to The Truth). My lesbianism informs this 
search in crucial ways, as does where I 
grew up, how I grew up, what I’ve seen of 
the world, what I’ve not seen of the world. 
I want my writing to reflect the communi- 
ties in which I live, and to be of interest to 
them. But I would also like it to be of 
interest to those who are not part of my 
immediate families. Several weeks ago 
Diana Son’s sassy, bittersweet play, Stop 
Kiss, premiered at The Roxy. Stop Kiss 
portrays the added challenges facing 
same-sex courtships, in particular first 
time ones in which the would-be lovers 
are women. The protagonists, Callie and 
Sara, are falling in love at the same time as 
they are becoming friends. We witness their 
awkward yet joyous discovery: neither of 
them has previously thought about another 
woman in that way. Their courtship, still 
in that tentative, vulnerable stage, is 
violently interrupted at the very moment 
they first express to each other their growing 
passion—with a kiss shared openly in a 
park. A man taunts them, calling them 
pussy-eating dykes. Then he beats them 
up. The New York media sensationalizes 
the incident, referring to them as a lesbian 
couple and victims of a gay bashing. On 
one level, the play is about heterosexism, 
sexism and lesbophobia, both internalized 
and external. Callie certainly doesn’t see 
herself as part of a couple, and at first she 
can’t bring herself to repeat to the inves- 
tigating cop the words that were hurled at 
her and Sara. The cop, for his part, persists 
in asking her what they did to provoke 


womonspace april 2003 


chnacz 


oto courtesy S. Mc 


the assailant. Reviews in the Edmonton 
media went to great lengths to empha- 
size how irrelevant it was that Callie and 
Sara are both women—they are two 
people who just happen to be falling in 
love (sure, but they are two women). In 
an interview, one of the actors stressed 
that the play is about love transcending 
gender (okay, the women are not really 
lesbian, they’re just hot to have sex 
together). And another thing—if the 
women had ignored the man, rather than 
respond to his taunts, they wouldn’t have 
been beat up. (Sound familiar?) Of course 
our lives are like everyone else’s, and of 
course they’re not. And that is one of the 
points the play is making—when two 
women fall in love, we are two individ- 
uals falling in love. But the fact is the two 
women are beat up because they are two 
women kissing each other in public. 
Otherwise there would be no play. All 
good stories transcend gender. Even young 
readers know that. Yet this young reader 
did not have to white out Superman’s 
bulging red shorts in order to identify with 
his exploits. Shouldn’t heterosexual readers 
be insulted to have publishers and their pub- 
licists assume that our stories are accept- 
able only if the differences are erased? 
Wouldn’t John Irving be insulted? v 


Jacqueline Dumas is a writer, a woman, a 
lesbian, and a bookseller, among other things, 
and is known to have kissed other woven in 

parks. She can be reached at 
jackiedumas@audreysbooks.com 


LESBIAN DREAM CAT... 


(gay.com) 
Halle Berry is taking on the role of the hottest 
super villain in tight black leather. Berry, who 


knows a thing or two about playing a comic- 
book character thanks to her experience 
in X-Men, has signed on to the sought- 
after title role in Catwoman. Warner 
has been trying to make a Catwoman 
movie for years, first with director 
Tim Burton and Michelle Pfeiffer, 
then with Ashley Judd, then with 
Nicole Kidman. The script, originally 
written by John Rogers (The Core), 

is now being revamped by John 
Brancato and Mike Ferris (The 
Game) and will explore the compli- 
cated good cat/bad cat nature of 


Batman’s sexiest nemesis. 


LESBIAN DREAM JOB... 


(gay.com) 

Toni Collette, the actress who belted out 
ABBA tunes in Muriel’s Wedding and 
locked lips with Julianne Moore in The 
Hours, has committed to her next role— 
dinner theater. Collette has been cast 
opposite Nia Vardalos in her upcoming 
drag comedy Connie and Carla Do L.A. 
Collette and Vardalos will both portray 
dinner-theater performers who are 
forced to go undercover as drag queens 
in Los Angeles. Production is slated to 
begin in May. 
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letters to the editor 


Thank you to Womonspace and EVM, 

The Mixed Dance put on by Womonspace 
and the Vocal Minority in March was a 
big success! I had a great time. It was 
fun seeing so many friends and talking 
and dancing the night away. My thanks 
go to all that helped make this occasion 


such a warm community celebration. 
—Michael Phair, Councillor, Ward 4 
michael.phair@edmonton.ca, 780-496-8146 


Dear womonspace, 

After reading the February Newsletter, 
Id like to tell you that the issue was the 
best that I have ever read in my limited 
exposure to this magazine-about three 
years. The quality of expression is super 
high! What gifted women we have out 
there-awesome! We'd like to add our 
comments to Colleen’s re: the New Year's 
Dance. We went to the party expecting 
to have as good a time on that auspicious 
night as we had at the anniversary mixed 
dance in the summer. We only rose to 
dance on two occasions because we 
couldn't relate to the music styles. Alas! 
We may not ever celebrate another New 
Year’s with the community because we 
believe that music should be inclusive 
for all ages! And the emotions and 
experiences one has on the first night of 
the year sets you up for the next twelve 


months! 
—Thank you for listening, Simone & Sylvia 


Community news 


n a nice surprise just in time for spring, Secrets has been 
J renovated, and is once again open for business. ¥ 
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Dear Editor, 
The contents of the Homoscopes are 
crass and seemingly out of place in 
what ts otherwise a well written, well 
regarded publication. Must our com- 
munity newsletter stoop to the lowest 
form of humour and sexual innuendo? 
I think we can do better than that. 
—Sincerely, Rhonda Lothammer 
Dear Womonspace, 
I have just scanned the March newsletter 
and see that once again the open debate 
continues regarding the music at the 
dances. It’s hard to please everyone, as 
music has so many flavours. Over the 
past couple of months I have heard 
some suggestions—one is to have similar 
types of songs played in sets of three (like 
at old-time dances). The other idea is to 
hold a silent auction at a dance or two. 
Apparently this has been done before 
and it provided some entertainment and 
fun, as well as a little extra in the coffers. 
I know how difficult it is to please the 
diversity that exists at the dances. As 
long as there is a little something there 
for everyone, the rest is up to the com- 
munity. Hopefully these suggestions will 
spark some untapped creative thoughts 
just waiting to be put into action. Thanks 
for committing to the community and 
offering activities and opportunities for 
woman to get together and be themselves. 
—ML 


Secrets In! 


what's up in april! 


wednesday, april 2 
The Parliamentary Justice Committee 


seeks public opinion on same sex 
marriage in Edmonton. Appear before 
the Committee or show up to support 
those who are presenting. For more info 
contact Kim Vance at kim@egale.ca, or 
equalmarriage@egale.ca, or by phone at 
902-889-2288. First-come, first-served. 


tuesdays in april 
Molson Canadian’s Date Nite at the 
Roost with DJ Rhonda. Wet T-Shirt 
Contest hosted by Barb. Prizes and 
cash, along with date board. 


thursday, april 3 
The Roost presents Ladonna’s 


Review Show. 


thursday, april 10 & 24 
The Roost presents The Weakest Link 
Game Show. First place prize $100! 
april 13-20 
The Roost presents lesbian artist Kerri 
Rudko’s exhibit No Turning Back. 


sunday, april 20 
Easter Sunday Beer Bash at The Roost. 
All Easter week, nightly prizes by David 
Barrie Moore, Hair & Esthetics. 


... that we know about! 
friday, april 25 
Edmonton’s Women’s Group. Join us 
for an evening of wine tasting. For more 
info contact Tracey at 619-9723. 


tuesday, april 29, 6:30 pm 
Newsletter meeting. At Starbucks on 
109 Street/Jasper Ave. Come out, share 
your ideas, and get involved. 


wenesday, april 30, 7:30 pm 

Lesbian Book Club at Audrey’s Books. 

Chelsea Whistle by Michelle Tea. Call 
Kim at 423-0760 or tree_dream@yahoo.ca 


COMING SOON: 


thursday, may 22 
Mark Tewksbury, Olympic Gold 
Medalist and Canadian Gold Medalist, 
speaks in Edmonton. 


saturday, june 14 
Womanspace Dance 
kicks off Pride Week. 


thursday, A 3 
Registration cut-off for Womonspace 
Golf Tournament in Bashaw, Alberta. 
Watch for the registration form in the 

May issue. 

saturday, any 12 

The Womonspace 4th Annual Golf 
Tournament, Bashaw, Alberta. Our 
goal: 100 dykes, golfin’ up a storm! 
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vibes, silicone dills, lubes, latex 


Celebration § 
Empowerment of 
Women s Sexuality 


Mail order catalogue $5 
Secure online shopping 
Store open 7 days a week 
Express shipping 


896 Commercial Drive, Vancouver BC 


T: 604.254.2543 
Toll Free: 1.888. WYM. WARE 
WWW. WOMYyNSWare.com 


pret 


Intimate 
Attitudes 


Meghan Cox 
Independent Consultant 


Evenings of Adventure 
Direct Sales 


(780) 454 8120 
(780) 619 1755 


meghan-cox@intimateattitudes.com 
www.intimateattitudes.com 
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Jackie Yurko B.Sc. N.D. 


Doctor of Naturopathic Medicine 


6523 - 111 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6H 4R5 


Phone: (780) 430-4553 
Fax: (780) 430-0851 


Travel that suits mI 


“inclusive from only $1159.00! 


ME comonon Crry CENTRE 
(OMIBELY LALOR ERE) 


429-2233 
1-888-255-0515 
E-MAIL...GLEN(@ALGONQUINTRAVEL.COM 


volunteer corner 


Ria Charbonneau 
womonspace Ad Rep 


orn to hippie parents in 
Re B.C. interior and 
raised in lovely Red 


Deer, Alberta, Ria has become 
adept at appeasing the world of 
business while remaining true 
to her quasi-socialist values. 
Womonspace looks forward to 
her exercising these skills in her 
new position as the Newsletter 
Advertising Representative. 
Ria relocated to Edmonton a 
year and a half ago to attend the 
UofA. Her original plans included 
biomed research and/or a career as an 
OB/GYN, but these dreams quickly 
dissolved. Now she is happily toiling 
away in her second year of honours 
English, a field she insists is much 
better suited to an individual with her 
level of organic chemistry skill. When 
Ria can wrench herself away from her 
school work, she enjoys seeing shows, 
throwing pottery (usually on the 
wheel, not across the room), going to 
dinner with friends, planning greyhound 


_ meet the many volunteers of womonspace 


Her Namie is Ria, and she dances on the sand... 


bus trips to Louisiana, and taking 
long moonlit walks on the beach. (In 
the summer.) She is single and child- 
less, but her roommate has a cat. She 
has recently enrolled in ballet classes, 
though she says her performance thus 
far seems to indicate that hockey 
might have been a better choice. She 
aspires to cook complete, well- 
balanced meals, or as a back up plan, 
to fall for the girl of her dreams who 
is coincidentally a chef or is at least 
willing to teach her to cook. 
Welcome Ria!v 


next months topic. . . 


DYKE HOLIDAYS 


Did you go to Vegas for Easter with your three best gfs? Thelma and Louise-style2? 
Are you permanently banned from the Dinah Shore bash? Any photos from your 
honeymoon at one of those all-inclusive gay resorts? Or is your idea of the perfect 


dyke holiday a week with your new grrl (and the Do Not Disturb sign) in the 
Roman Room? What about all you happy campers out there? The next best thing to 
taking holiday is writing about it for your community newsletter! Even if the 
only trip you take is inside your head, it’s all good...type it into your computer 
and hit send to womonspace@hotmail.com 


AND Tkaver 
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between the covers .. . at edmonton public library 


Book Reviews 


if S } A 
by Nicola Griffith 


NICOLA GRIFFITH 


(Doubleday, 2002) 


Lucky in the Corner 
by Carol Anshaw 
(Houghton-Mifflin, 2002) 
ga tis no surprise that Nicola 
J Griffith’s fourth novel is out- 
standing. Her writing has 
received lavish praise and has 
garnered her the Nebula Award, the 
James Tiptree Award and five Lambda 
awards. Griffith is as competent as her 
kick-ass protagonists. Aud (“rhymes 
with proud”) Torvingen was introduced 
in The Blue Place (1998). She’s an ex- 
cop and a bodyguard, cool-headed to 
the point of detachment from human- 
ity. The thrilling pace of The Blue Place 
was plotted with literary style, but I 
didn’t warm up to Aud, the super- 
woman who continued to fight the bad 
guys long after she had been severely 
wounded by a bullet. In Stay, Aud 
becomes more human. I cheered her on 
as she went through this painful meta- 
morphosis. I disapproved of her running 
around with bruised ribs and a ravaged 
knee, but I accepted that, in some ways, 
Aud won’t change. At the start of the 
book, Aud has been hiding from 
everyone, deep in the North Carolina 
woods. She is grieving the death of her 
lover, Julia, 5 months earlier. An old 
friend comes to ask for her help in 
locating his fiancé and she can’t refuse 
his request. So the adventure begins, far 
more than Aud had bargained for. Even 
more challenging than the brutality and 
moral bankruptcy that Aud faces in New 
York City, is the new connection to 
humanity that she discovers in herself. 
Stay combines a riveting plot with an 
intriguing psychological study. 
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by lindy pratch 


SU ANA St 


arol Anshaw is another author 
who has earned awards and acco- 


lades for her earlier writings. Her 
first novel, Aquamarine (1992), made 
it onto the top 100 list of best gay and 
lesbian books of all time.* 

Lucky in the Corner is about quirky, 
everyday people living the comedies and 
tragedies of everyday lives. Nora and 
her lover Jeanne share their home with 
Nora’s adult daughter, Fern, and Fern’s 
dog, Lucky. After an unconventional 
childhood with show biz parents, Nora 
only wants a quiet existence. But instead, 
Nora’s actions turn her happy life 
upside down, as we learn in the explo- 
sive opening scene. With warmth and 
humour, Anshaw explores the relation- 
ships between mothers and daughters, 
the destructiveness of an illicit affair 
and the redemptive power of family 
bonds—no matter how unconventional 
the family.v 


Both of these new books are 
available at the Edmonton Public 


Library. Use your library card to 
place a request if they are not at 
your local branch. 


*view the list at 
http:/hwww.publishingtriangle.org/100best.html 


ee et se) Ca eae a aries 
mar21 > apri9 

Your impractical nature coupled with your lack of distinguishable 
talent will annoy everyone you deal with. Take pride in knowing 
that you have had little or no impact on anyone’s life, other than 
being a personified rash. 


ywSsnatch 


taurus Channel your energy to the couch this month We all know it’s good to 
be active and healthy but some of us just want instant gratification. Take a bag of 
Cheetos over a brisk walk. you can’t remember the last time you saw your toes 
anyways, so what difference does it make? g em ini You are about to meet someone 
very speciaL Don’t listen to anything your instincts tell you. Instead, follow the 
Way of the Lesbians and blindly believe everything that you are told Your gut is 
wrong. She is The One. And you WILL live happily ever after. Forever. CAY| CEL you 
will have some health issues to deal with this month your girlfriend is right, 
something has in fact crawled up your ass and died Make like Jenny From the Block 
and schedule yourself in for a weekly enema. Things should be back to normal within 
a couple of years. leo Do not let false pride stand in the way of saving a 
relationship you cherish. your cat will forgive you for the haircut she suffered at 
the hands of your pagan dyke friends, but make no mistake—you will suffer. Expect 
your bed to be used as a litterbox. J } LO non’ let others disillusion you about 
what you can and can’t do. Step outside the confines of your selfmade prison and pay 
attention as you fall flat on your face. Who are you trying to kid? libra To 
retrieve the undivided attention of your partner, focus less on bringing money in 
and more on spending it. Gamble and overspend your way back into her crosshairs. Then 
make up a song about how these painful lessons can be avoided in the future and sing 
it to her, from your cell phone, inside the casine. §COTL D 1 Q Keeping your stamina 
high will be crucial this month, since you are about to receive a good number of 
propositions. It may be wise to avoid the ones with seeping open wounds, crunchy 
underpants, or fresh track marks, but hey, it’s your party. Cry if you want to. 
5 ag 1 1 t ar 1us You could easily say something that will lead to trouble this 
month. Renowned for your uncanny ability to say the exact wrong thing at the exact 
wrong time, you should consider taking the road less travelled and shut the hell up! 
CADLLCOLY your temper sometimes gets you into trouble, but that’s the price 
you pay for saying whatever's on your mind If others don’t understand you, take it 
personally and ram your values down their throat. Sooner or later they will concede. 
aquar t 18 You have been moody and difficult to get along with When 
confronted, take responsibility for nothing and blame it all on your ex. By the time 
they figure out you're to blame, the damage will be done and the rumours will be 
running rampant. 1)] SC@§ you are taking your long term relationship far too 
seriously. Challenge your old school beliefs and visit a swingers club together. If 
your lover won’t go, join a women’s fisting group on your own. It’s good to have 


separate interests. She can have circle dancing. 
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Liz Massiah 


M.S.W., R.S.W. 


Clinical Social Worker 


Healing work with lesbians 


by a lesbian. 
Sliding scale. 
#203, 10129 - 124 Street, 


Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone (780) 415-5434 


“Through uncertainty to new possibilities.” 


Douglas Design 


Select Framing Inc. 


“When all you want to spend...is 
more time at home” 


8606 - 118 Avenue 
Edmonton 
780.413.8250 
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Magazines, pride supplies, boots and shoes 


Caring MAINTENANCE, 


RENOVATION, REPAIRS 


Plumbing, Electrical, Tile, Painting, 
Drywall, Framing, Doors, Decks, 


Interior Renovations, 
and much more! 


NO JOB TOO SMALL 


Quality workmanship available at your 
convenience, at Reasonable Rates! 
Seniors Discount 


(780) 477-7874 


housedr@telusplanet.net 
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Alive Untitled 


by Fran Mawson by Dezz 


In the past [ve lived and lost 
My soul still bears the scars Cayce. 
Pve shrouded it with armor 
And encased it in iron bars i wanna lift you up 


en one day a sw terfly 
Then one day a sweet but y boc 
Comes down out of the sky 
It lands upon my shoulder 
: make you feel 

And makes me wonder why 


like the goddess 
Why do we do the things we do 

When life could be so grand — 
ae that lives inside you 
We dig ourselves a hole, : 
Jump in, and there we stand 
has found a home 


When we could sit upon a mountain top 
And let our spirit soar outside with the stars 
Instead we walk across the valley 
Always wanting more i will paint 
We could fly on the wind like an eagle on your bedroom ceiling 
Or walk upon the sea 
Instead we sit here in our cages we can sleep 
And only dream of what could be 
under the night sky 
Too many times we let life pass 
Without a second glance by candlelight 
Never knowing what could happen 
If we just gave life a chance 1 see you smile at your dreams 


So throw away your armor i hear you laugh 
And tear apart the bars 


Climb atop that mountain because we can fly 
And look toward the stars 
in my perfect world 
Open your heart 
Free your mind where the grass is purple and blue 
Dare to dream 
1O 10 7 . S 
And you might find i am always with you 


What it means to be Alive 
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Untitled 


by Jaimie Clements 


I walk along the ocean beach, alone with my guitar. 

I have nowhere to run; I’m in no rush. 

My toes grab the sand and I laugh to myself because I feel so alive. 

And as if hearing my voice, the ocean laughs back. 

I stop for a moment and ponder my view; it’s stretched out for miles waiting for me 
to dive in. 

I've finally earned this peace and I think I'll stay here for awhile. 

I feel the incessant tug of the waves upon my feet like a child begging for someone 
to play and I comply. 

I start to play my guitar and sing with the ocean; its rhythm is my beat. 

I close my eyes and take a deep breath and can smell the salt riding in. 

Then I catch a breeze covered in the scent I know all too well and I look up on the 
rocks and see her sitting from our perch. 

I can see her soft smile from here and can feel mine in return. 

We fell in love with this place as soon as we saw it and had to have it as our own. 

With her book, she'll follow me as far down as the rocks, and breathe in her peace, 

as I have mine strolling the beach, just me and my guitar.¥ 


JULIE C. LLOYD 
Barrister © Solicitor 


950 Canada Western Bank Dlace 
10303 Jasper Avenue 

Edmonton, Alberta ToJ 3N6 

(780) 442-4417 
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Autistic Expression 


by Joan White Calf 


ga think it boils down to unspoken 
f communication—what are the real 
facts? This is where I start to wander 

off and think it’s really about growing 
out your bangs and maintaining some 
composure in the meantime. The con- 
cepts rarely matter—a.k.a “Roles”. We 
are all just individual microorganisms 
trying to mutate and survive. (No 
offence Mother Nature.) What’s this all 
about? It’s about all the life that came 
before us. That’s all we are at this 
moment. So leave it be, and cope. Some 
of it is good, but there’ll be a lot of 
fucking shit. But thanks to the artists, 
we know we are not alone and not that 


crazy. We stay alive thanks to the counter 
culture. And when people ask “What 
are you so pissed about?” I just reply, 
‘Who’s pissed? This is me in a good 
mood!” Just don’t forget that we were 
born into a culture that keeps us stupid. 
Okay, okay—the mainstream white 
man’s culture does keep some of us 
employed, and some of us housed and 
entertained, so credit must be given 
where credit is due. I give thanks for my 
safe little neighbourhood, but I wonder 
why we are still debating the pros and 
cons of more big war. It’s all quite 
redundant... The Holocaust is still here 
and the Roman Empire never really fell, 
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artistic expressions 


so what do we have to gain? It must be 
a mental health thing since natural 
resources have long been depleted. I 
know that you can go crazy from bore- 
dom, so maybe when you have every- 
thing you need, you get a little nutso and 
crave some diversion. When the Big Boys 
get bored, there is usually hell to pay. 


On Writing 


by Rhonda Lothammer 


Perhaps if the warlords were made to 
wear butt plugs for a week before any 
acts of aggression were carried out, things 
would change. The glory of war is here— 
every day, every minute. To all of us who 
continue to survive and refuse to suc- 
cumb to brutality and male meanness— 
we are the real heroes. Salute.v 


My muse has deserted me again. Left town without a forwarding address. 


Another bad breakup. Bitch. 


Don't we all seek to be immortalized on a library shelf? Is it worse to 
leave the dream unfulfilled or end up in obscurity at the bottom of the 


bargain basement bin? 


Words are a potent drug. Writing the fix. | sit in a narcotic haze staring 
at the blank screen—a junkie hungry for another hit.v 
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Community news 


Behind the Scenes at the 
Womonspace Golf 
Tournament 


Interview with 
Carol Cattell 


by Shawna L. Mochnacz 


Ithough the Womonspace Golf 
Committee is still finalizing the 
details for this year’s tournament 
in Bashaw on July 12th, many sugges- 
tions over the past three years of 
experience are on the mind of tourney 
organizer/creator, Carol Cattell, also 
this year’s Womonspace Vice-President. 


ws: What type of feedback suggestions 
have you been getting on the tournaments? 
Ct: There have been great suggestions, 
and we want everyone to have a good 
time. The biggest change for this year is 
that Womonspace will have the entire 


artistic expressions 


course in Bashaw, and the tournament 
will be split into a morning and after- 
noon group. This will accommodate the 
more competitive golfers (when you 
register, you will decide which group 
you should golf with), and free up the 
jams on the course. 


ws: What will the tournament fee cover? 
CC: Fees will include a free campsite from 
July 10th-1Sth, the green fees, prizes, 
and the BBQ banquet. Carts will be extra, 
as would equipment rentals. With the 


article continues on page 18... 
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Tony and His Weird Friend 


by Suzanne Dawson (age 8 and 32) 


nce upon a time there was a boy 

named Tony. He was nine years 

old. He had a friend. His friend’s 
name was Robert. Robert was sort of a 
weird person. He ate dog food. He drank 
hot milk from a bowl. He made a big 
noise because he went 
slurp, slurp, slurp when 
he drank his hot milk. 
One thing that was really 
weird about him is that he 
wore dresses. He talked 
sweetly like a girl. But 
there is one thing that 
made Tony think that 
Robert was coo-coo is 
that he wore perfume and 
said he wanted to be a 
girl. Tony said, you can’t 
slurp when you drink. 
You can’t eat dog food. 
Gee, said Robert, I didn’t 
think of that. Robert 
said, well I don’t want to give up that. 
What can I give up instead? Tony said, 
the only thing I can think of is to stop 
wanting to be a girl. HUH! GIVE UP 
BEING A GIRL. WHO’ED EVER 
THINK OF AN AWFUL THING 
LIKE THAT! Well you asked me and I 
told you, said Tony. I don’t like you any 
more. I still like you, said Tony. But you 
can’t, said Robert. I can if you could, 
said Tony. And Tony and Robert liked 
each other for the rest of their lives. 
And Robert was not a bit weird again. 
Thank goodness. The end. 


I stumbled across this story about a 
year ago in my “memory box” amongst 
old elementary school pictures and 
report cards. Despite the grammatical 
problems and the political difficulties 
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with equating homosexuality with 
being a dog (perhaps I was more in 
tune with homophobia at the time than 
I thought!), this little tale I wrote in 
grade three foreshadows not only my 
future sexuality, but also the way I 
express myself creatively. Besides the 
fact that I was obviously a much better 
writer than artist at age eight, the 


drawing that accompanied this story is 
also very telling. Robert almost looks 
as if he is coming out of the closet while 
Tony cheers him on. My creative outlets, 
particularly writing, have always been 
a source of comfort for me, a way to 
work through issues and learn more 
about myself. ’'m always surprised when 
I look back on a piece of writing or art 
or sculpture I worked on years ago and 
see how perfectly it represents the place 
I was at in my life when it was created. 
When I read that story and think about 
the shy yet self-possessed little girl who 
wrote it, I realize that what I knew 
about life then are the same things I 
believe in now: live your life the best 
you know how; don’t change yourself 
for anyone; and in the end, every Robert 
will meet his Tony and live happily ever 
after. Thank goodness. The end.¥ 


Dawson 


artwork courtesy Suzanne 
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artistic expressions 


Thanks For Caring 


by Irene Lau 


when i have to be careful 
i will be careful 
but until i need to be careful 
i will be carefree 
not careless 


carefree 


Untitled 
by Dezz 


remember when you knew 
everything you needed to know and 
you didn’t really care about all the 
rest 


you did what you had to do for you 
first and foremost and you were 


happy 

you really had no complaints 
no big worries 

it was peaceful 

your mind was quiet 


remember when you were quick to 
smile and laughing was so easy 


although you looked forward to 
your future you didn’t worry about 
it or let it 

scare you 


you just knew that it was gonna be 
okay 


and you were just gonna enjoy 
wherever, whatever and whoever 
your journey took you to 


you had your own ideas about how 
you could be happy in life and you 
knew you could do it 


you were really starting out and 
things were happening everywhere 
around you so there was so much to 
learn and so much room to grow 


go to that place 
remember it 
visit it 


and then make it exist in your life 
today 


it’s all there 
right there inside you 
waiting for you 


you make up your own ending 
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by Christiane Spenard 


Red hot burning screaming 
Desire 

so long 

almost forbidden 

having to be cornered, harnessed, 
marshalled, hidden 

Desire so long suspect 

having to be gagged, 

paced, parsed, measured in tiny drops 
Until 

Until my heart broke 

Until my raised hand 

my fingertips extending to touch 
Finally fell 

Ever so slowly 

Finally giving up 

Fully useless, 

rejected, dejected, exhausted 

My hand fell 

The fingers, the palm 

never to touch her again 

fell ever so slowly 

fell back at my side 


Your eyes welcome my desire 

Your eyes in my eyes 

Your eyes cupping, stroking 
Smoothing what had been left 
crumpled, balled up like a fist, 
shriveled like a claw 

The same hand, the same fingers 
Now rising, tentative, shy 

To feel your hair 

Rising, ever so hesitant 

The other hand rising too 

like an offertory, a sacrament to hope 
Both lay on your hair 

So full of hope 

That they burn, electric almost pain 
from elbow to fingertips 


Your eyes close, your lips part 
My hands, full of silk 
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Indulge your passion 

for books! 

Call or visit 

the Orlando Corner 

at Audreys Books 

for the best 

in Lesbian Literature 
Erotica, Sexuality, Humour, 
books on Coming Out 
Relationships and mare 


plus, register as a former 
Orlando Books customer 


i and become a member of 


Audreys Book Club 
at no charge 


We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428-688 | 


No doctor’s referral required. 
WCB and CRP funded. 
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COMMUNIty news 


tourney split into morning and after- 
noon, there will definitely be enough 
carts for everyone to rent. 


ws: Do you need to have golfed before 
to participate? 

€C: No, not at all! We welcome all skill 
levels! 


ws: What happens if everyone wants to 
golf in the morning? 

CC: We will try to even things out. | 
suspect there will be more for the non- 
competitive side, but just splitting the 
groups will improve the day for 
everyone—less waiting at tee-offs, 
carts, and the competitive players will 
have some competition. 


ws: Any details about the type of 
tournament it will be? 

ce: It’s a 9-hole course, and Texas 
Scramble-style, which means someone 
tees-off from each hole at the same 
time, and you play from the best ball 
in your foursome. 


ws: What else is new for the tourney? 
€¢: This year, you will be able to buy 
‘Mulligans’ before you tee-off. Basically, 
you are paying for a re-try, and there will 
be no limit on how many you can buy. 


WS: How can people win prizes? 
Ce: Last year, a lot of inexperienced 
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. continued from page 


golfers didn’t realize that proper golf 
etiquette dictates that they replace 
tufts of green uprooted by the club 
head. So, this year there will be a prize 
for Most Fixed Divots. Then the usual, 
Highest Score, Lowest Score, Guess 
the Number of Balls Lost , etc. 


ws: Will there be a tee-off with a plastic 
scoop again? 

CC: Yes, and the fun holes will be strate- 
gically placed to avoid bottlenecking. 


ws: What has the attendance been like 
over the years? 

Cc: The first year was 24, the next year 
was 54, 81 last year, and this year we’ll 
guarantee the first 96 to preregister a 
spot. The registration form will appear 
in next month’s womonspace issue. 


ws: Anything else to add? 

Ce: Well, it’s a damn good time—great 
weather, exercise, good company. The 
Bashaw owners are women from our 
community and they go out of their 
way for this tourney. It’s a comfortable 
environment for camping, there’s the 
great BBQ, the prizes, and then the 
make your own entertainment part at 
the bonfire! Anyone with ideas, ques- 
tions, prize donations from their com- 
pany, or anyone who is interested in 
volunteering to help out on the day is 
welcome to contact me at ccattell@ 
shaw.ca¥ 
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resource directory 


arts 

(ircle Dance First Wednesday of the month, 
7:30 PM at Southminster Steinhauer United 
Church, 10740-19 Ave. Call Ann at 435-2288. 


Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Join as 
a singer or a supporter. Call 479-2038 or 
evm@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 

Out at the Symphony For gay and lesbian music 
lovers and their friends. Call Paul at the 
ESO 429-1992, ext 240. 

Women's Drumming and Goddess Chanting Circle First 
Wednesday of every month, 7:30 p.m. Call 
Debra at 436-8415. 


athletics b. 
(urling League Fridays at Shamrock Curling Club. 
No previous experience required. Call Lance 
at 479-0211 or Ideeka@hotmail.com 


Making Waves Swim (lu) Sundays 8 pM and Thursdays 
8:30 PM at Bonnie Doon Pool. Call Jan at 
454-9987 or makingwaves_edm@yahoo.com 
Northern Titans Ten pin bowling league. 
Saturdays 4:45 pM. Call Garry or Dave at 
426-6311 or davegarry711@home.com 


Women’s Slowpitch Season runs May-Sept. $30 
fee includes end of season party. Keep it in 
mind for spring! Mixed group. For info call 
Tina at 423-9925 or fixitina@shaw.ca 


churches 


Affirm United A support group for members of 
the United Church of Canada. Call Therese 
at 446-6176. 


Brethren Mennonite Council For gay, lesbian and 
bisexual Mennonites and friends. Call Heather 
at 987-4974, or email jonrach@ msn.com 


Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and bisexual 
Roman Catholics and friends. Call Bernard 
at 451-1794 or Joseph at 481-4218, trainlvr@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 


Lambda Christian Community (Church A 
denominational, evangelical Christian church. 
Sundays at 7 PM at Garneau United Place, 
11148-84 Ave. Call 474-0753. 


Lutherans Concerned A spiritual community for 
GLBT and straight people gathering monthly 
for worship, sharing and friendship. 
Individual support, resources and a safe 
space for spiritual questions. Call 426-0905, 
lcedmonton@lcna.org 


non- 
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List your organization or event here. Call 482-1794 or womonspace@hotmail.com 


McDougall United Church Welcomes people of all 
sexual orientations. Sundays at 10:30 AM at 
10086 McDonald Dr. Call 428-1818. 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes all 
sexual orientations and is an affirming 
United Church. Sundays at 10 AM at 
10740-19 Ave. Call the church office at 
435-2028 or Debbie at 987-4974. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and services 
of union. Sundays at 9:30 AM and 11:15 AM 
at 12530-110 Ave. Call 454-8073, uce@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 


focus groups : 


AGAPE A focus group set up to consider issues in 
relation to sex-and-gender differences and 
schooling. Contact andre.grace@ualberta.ca 


or wellsk@icrossroads.com 


hangouts for lesbians 

The Bagel Tree: 10345 Whyte Ave; Cafe 
Mosaics: 10844 Whyte Ave; The Roost: 
10345-104 St; Urban Grind: 10124-124 St. 


leisure groups 
Breakfast (lu) Second Sunday of the month. 
Call Dianne at 433-0374 before pM the Fri 


before to ensure your reservation. 


(lassié Social group for lesbians over 40. 
Second Sunday of the month. Call Dori at 
487-9510. 

Edmonton Women Social/activity group meets 
monthly. Contact Tracy at 619-9723. 

Liatris Society Gardening club for all. Call William 
at 474-7328 or liatrissociety@hotmail.com 
National Leather Association Social evening on the 
second Friday of each month 8:30 pM at The 
Roost, 10345-104 St. 

Open Door Club Social club for Grant MacEwan 
Community College students and friends. 
opendoorclub@hotmail.com 

OUTreach For LGBT students, staff, and faculty 
at U of A. Tuesdays 5 pM, Athabasca Hall. 
outreach@ualberta.ca 

The Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose Last 
Wednesday of the month, 8 pM, The Garage. 


wildrosecourt@yahoo.com 
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support services 

Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 

Bisexual Support Group GLCCE, last Wednesday of 
the month, 7:30 pM. Contact 488-3234 or 
488-0564 ext 1. 


Bisexual Women’s Coffee Group Meets the third 
Monday of the month, varioius locations. 
Contact bwcoffeegroup@yahoo.ca 

Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Second Tuesday 
of the month 7:30 pM at Orlando Books. 
Call Bill 422-6207. 


GLQ(E Gay and Lesbian Community Center 
for drop-in, peer counseling and _ library. 
M-F 1:30 pM—5:30 PM, and 7-10 PM. 
Thursdays 7:30 PM are women’s drop-in. 
Call 488-3234 or glcce@compusmart. ab.ca, 
9912-106 St. 

ICARE Interfaith Center for AIDS/HIV Resources 
and Education. Call Mickey Wilson at 448- 
1768 or icare@oanet.com 


Naturopathy for Women Free information sessions 


on naturopathy with a focus on women’s 


health. First Monday of the month 7 PM 
Park Allen Hall, 11104-65 Ave. Call Jackie 
Yurko at 430-4553. 

PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of LGBT. Third Tuesday of the 
month 7:30 pM at GLCCE. Call Lynne at 
462-5958 or pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 
Transgender/Transsexual Support GLLCE, second 
and fourth Tuesdays of the month 7:30 PM. 
Info: 488-3234. 

Yours, Mine, Ours 6 US Support group for LGBT 
parents, co-parents and partners. Call Liz at 
415-5434 or Garry at 426-6311. 

Youth Understanding Youth Social and support group 
for LGBT age 25 and under. Saturdays 7-9 PM 
at GLCCE, email yuyedm@hotmail.com, or 
visit yuyouth@tripod.com 


radio 
Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 


interviews and music. Thursdays 6-7 PM on 


CJSR 88.5 FM. 


Sonic Sisters Women’s music hosted by Cori 
Brewster Tuesdays 7-8 PM on CJSR 88.5 FM. 


classifieds 


Classified ad deadline is 5 pM on April 1¢th. Three lines max. Free to members, $¢ to non-members. Contact womonspace @hotmail.com 


accommodations 

Pine Trails Getaway near Pigeon Lake. Open 
year round with cabins, hiking, x-country 
skiing, skating and more. Call Geri 586-0002. 
Seashell Housekeeping Units. Down East 
Nova Scotia Hospitality by Marie & Nan. 
June 15-Oct 15. (902) 224-1563 

Quiet country vacation cabins near Jasper, 
AB. Open year round. Call Mary or Carol toll 
free 1-866-817-9700/www.oldentrance.ab.ca 


opportunities 
Womonspace is looking for prize donations 


for the July 12th Golf Tourney. Contact 
Carol at ccattell@shaw.ca 


The Roost wants to know what women 
want! Send your ideas and thoughts to Joe at 
theroost@theroostniteclub.com or 426-3150. 


Free used cat: Athena, a purebred Maine 
Coon, with papers. She is 6 years old, sweet, 
sensitive, loving, and silky soft. She is strictly 
an indoor cat and has been spayed. Call 
Shawna 973-6876. 


For Sale: 2000 Red Ford Ranger, well- 
maintained, extra warranty. Returning to 
school, $13 500. Call April 450-8452. 


How many typos/grammar faux pas did you 
find in the last issue? Wanna feel superior 
and appreciated? Come to the womonspace 
newsletter meeting Tuesday, April 29nd, 
6:30 PM at Starbucks 109 Street/Jasper! Prize 
for the largest dictionary. Just kidding. 
Look for the Official Womonspace Bitch Box 
during the monthly Womonspace dances. It’s 
your chance to tell us what’s on your mind, 
what we're doing right, what you want done 
differently, or which board member is the 
hottest! We want feedback! 


announcements 

The Membership Grand Prize Draw will take 
place at the Womonspace Dance on April 19th. 
Join for the first time, or renew for next year, 
and be entered to win a DVD player! 


messages 

Oh Ashly...you came and you shed without 
taking... 

To Mr. Munchy, I know you can’t hear me, 
but thanks! :) S 
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Dear Dr. Dyke, 
I'm finding out that my partner has 
had quite the sexual history. I’m no 
angel, but this isn’t sitting right with 
me. She gave me such a hard time 
about my sexual history—why do I 
feel threatened now? 

Signed, Liquid Tide Free 
Dear LTE, 
Well, we don’t have to be perfect—this 
isn’t Heaven. (Sorry, Dr. Dyke just 
watched Gia again.) The fact that you 
are calling her your partner implies 
that you’ve been together for longer 
than that three month marker. What is 
probably putting up the red flag, is that 
you are just finding out about things 
you should have known BEFORE you 
found out whether or not she was a 
shaver. That she ragged om you about 
YOUR past, is also a pretty good 
indicator that she doesn’t feel very 
proud of her List O’ Lovers, which is a 
whole other flag. The good thing about 
sleeping with an experienced woman, 
is that she has all the bells and 
whistles, and knows how to use them. 
If she brings up her exes and it’s 
making you jealous, maybe that’s the 
point, which equals another flag. You 
don’t want to start over and turn to 
high school grad parties, so through 
gentle confrontation—which doesn’t 
involve throwing her stuff out the 
window—let her know how you are 


feeling, and clear the air. 
If you end up gathering 
more flags, do what Dr. 
Dyke does, and head for 
Disneyland! 


Dear Dr. Dyke, 

Is it okay to date the ex of an ex? 

; Signed, Cheer 
Dearm@. 

Ah, lesbians and spring! Of course it’s 
okay to date an ex’s ex! In fact, see 
how many of your ex’s exes you can 
date in a week, and then try to double 
that score the next week! Just be 
mindful that through the concept of 
six degrees of separation, you will 
have indirectly slept with your mother 
four times. Although it’s much better 
than your imaginary gf, after awhile, 
you may wish to cleanse your palette, 
and move to Saskatchewan. 


Dear Dr. Dyke, 
Is it okay to fantasize about a different 
movie star every night while my partner 
is away on business trips? 

Signed, Snuggle 
Dear S, 
Monday: Angelina Jolie, Tuesday: 
Cameron Diaz, Wednesday: Jodie 
Foster, Thursday: Angelina Jolie with 
Cameron Diaz, Friday: Michelle 
Pfieffer, Saturday: Catherine Zeta- 
Jones, Sunday: Halle Berry. Wash, 
rinse, repeat. 


THE ‘DOCTOR’ IS IN! 


Send your questions to the relationship/life/sex/home improvement dyke expert! 
: Write to doctordyke69@hotmail.com 
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Womonspace presents... 


The Retro ‘80s 


Es 68 tra Va god 1 2 dee leoeD 
are Saturday, April 19th 


Westmount Hall 
10970-127 Street 


9PM to 1AM 


lL 4 8. , 1794 to volunteer. : 


“Th Annual Henbersip biti is in effect until int 19th. Renew your esha and be are ina 
draw for a cool DVD player! Join for the first time, or renew for next year. 


monspoac e._ membership form 


(Confidentiality Assured) 


i 


g 

q 
Ay Name(s) 
Address 
City Postal Code 
Phone E-mail 
12 month membership fee: 
$15/single or $25/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


g 
| 
] 
] 
a 
i] 
| 
g 
g (heque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, Alberta 
y TSJ 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 

() New Member QO Renewal Q) Associate 

g I would like to be a volunteer . 

# U Please mail my newsletter to my home Total Enclosed: 
# Q Iwill pick up the newsletter at dances and events $ 

| 

q 

a 


(J I would not like to be a volunteer at dances and events 


Q I would like to receive a copy of the Womonspace Constitution 
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